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Archaic Texts

Non-linear Time Sequences

Complexity of Narrator

Archaic texts are older texts (over 50 years
old), those written when authors used
different words, in different sequences. With
each passing year, archaic texts become a
little less familiar and a little more distant
from the way we write and talk today

Nonlinear texts challenge a reader’s
expectation that time elapses in a linear and
even manner. These texts force readers to
contend with confusing moments when time,
or the rate at which it appears to be passing,
shifts suddenly and without explanation.

A text’s narrative voice can add to its
complexity. It can have multiple narrators,
nonhuman narrators, or even unreliable and
deceitful narrators. It can have narrators
whose role or identity is unclear—is the
narrator the author?
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